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Q. The Other Side of Sdlence as an Albernative Historiography

History cowv be defined o chwonicle of unique eventy in the

life of mankind. It is not just the conserving and understanding
of what has happened; but also-the completeness of what iy going
ow at present. Inthis way it becomes o philosophy inv motion. "It
was at least to- be wished that all historions were philosophers,
evew if philosophers awe not always historions' (Gibbow 107).
History is anv important chwonicle of previous evemts,\av vital
nauwrative of humanity that explainsg Sheaspecifies of what
happened to- mawv and why.The naumes, history’ v derived from
the Greek word ‘historia,” whichv signifies informationw or awv
enquirvy aimed to- elicit trutiv. The' comeept of history has beew
shifting fromtime to-time:. The werd ‘history" has mary different
connotations, such as N\telling stories” And "studying the
development of societies."
In hiy book, Whal“i Histery (1964), €. H. Cowr mentions;,
“Hevodotus, the fativer ‘of History, defined his purpose in the
opening of Wi Workiito- preserve o memory of the deeds of the
Greeks and the barbowrioans” (123).

The “‘contenty of the records moay not be authentic. A
historion's writings may be influenced by any type of prejudice;
includibng caste, faith; personal, racial, regional; and religiows
bias. Political and ideological control is av crucial factor v
development ov fabricatiow of historical material. Accovding to-
Dr. Johwuson, “We muust consider how very little history there is; T
meowv real authentic history . . . AW the colowring; all the
philosophy of history iy conjectwe” (qtd. in Southgate 37).
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Thomas Carlyle says, “History iy nothing but the biography of
great men, and & s v record of hwmawnw accomplishument,
particidauwly of great souls” (qtd. Al 5). A single good deed by
anwv individual has frequently brought enormous glovy and
renoww to- o entire hawmlet, city, or country. Ordinary persons
who- go- o the normal rigowr of life do- not figure so- much inv
history as those who-awe strong powerful and intelleetualywithv v
clear idew of their destiny. Only such people have o chance to-
live invhigtory, asthose who-live dangerotisly, s whossend out their
ships to- unchauwted seas;, and who- liverperpefually inv o state of
wour (

(Al 9).

History is not just the form, buk thefinction of language that
deserves considerations,\not sonly ity aesthetic but also- ity
ideological meanings. Histony teself pawticipates inthe political
manipulation of reodity NIt® not only o powerful discourse in
ity own right, as commanding ‘knowledge’ of the past, but, in ity
emancipatorwole, itycore emphasis iy onthe language patterns
of the past. Regarding Michel Foucault:

Histowy serves to- show how that which is has not always
beeny that

the things which seemv most evident to- uy are always
formed invthe

confluence of encountery and chances, during the
course of

precarious and fragile history. . . and that since these
things have been



PG-1V
CC-EC1I
Dr. Vandana Singh.
P.G department of English
M.B.R.R.V.Pd. Singh College ,Ara (Maharaja College)

made; they con be wunade; as long as we know how it
was that they
were made. (History 11-12)

Historiography refers to-the study of historical writing and
the evolution of historical thought. It iy o distinct branch of
history that encompasses the entivety of huwmowv existence. It is
exclusively political;, rather thow sociald, culturaly moxal, ov
litevawry history, although it amalgamates elementsof all these
domaing into- av singulowr entity. This fally withimthe/history of
ideas; focusing not ow specific objects bt on the bvestigation of
concepty that influenced o historiowvs pawticidow perspective. Irv
the extersive mawketplace of history, historiography represents o
distinct establishment that providesidyoww offerings (Ali 180).
Hustoriography, or the writing, of history, has just recently
entered the academic domain. Priov to-the nineteentivcentury,
therve is scawrcely any effort todocument the history of historical
writing; yet, awsubstantiod body of literatuwre has emerged invliew
of this historical wriking. The Greeks established history asy a
significant field “of science: They owe the trai s or
innovators who-transformed historical writing into-av deliberate
avtiformu, The Greeks, Romans, Chwistions; Jews, and Arabs possess
a profound historical consciousness. Aside from stories;, myths,
and the Puranas, Indio possesses no- historical writing that
rivaly the historical literature of the West or the Middle East.

Nuwmerous critics hawe criticiged historical writing, asserting
that historions maintain apersonal bias intheir nowratives for
pecuniowy gain. The historiow anticipates some biases before to-
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Claire Rayner asserty that “History iy the account of what
historions believe transpired i the past, interbreted thwoughv
the lens of their ownw biases and perspectives” (qtd. invSouthgate
115). Michael Keithvand Steve Pile note that, “No-one iy entirvely
certain of the foundation upon which they stond, the directiovw
they awe oriented, or their destinationw’ (3).

Following the release of his Metow History (19739, Hayden
White has gouwnered bothv acclaim ands infomy o the principal
advocate for the ramifications of postmodernism inv historical
scholawship. In this renowned book, heyinterrogates the fictive
essence of historical writing angd examines the differentiation
betweenv '‘truth and 'fickionw im, betiv literawy and historical
nauwratives. White asserty that “historical nawratives are not
merely ‘discovered’ b their pre-existing form; instead, they owre
constructed omd’ impesed upor the past by historians, who- are
pevpetually emger to-tmbue that past—or ity remaining vestiges—
withv v gemblance of sense; coherence; meaning, purpose; and
divection” (18).

Butaliav's Other Side of Silence employs the historical context of
the Indiown Partitionn as the setting for av fictitious nawrrative
depicting individuals experiences during the summer of 1947.
She examines official Pawtition accounty and finds them
disconcerting. Mainstreamv historiany see Partition asy
political and economic divide, however mavy survivors perceive
it ay ‘o divisionw of hewty (Butaliow 8). Butadiav's work
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foregrounds previously moawginaliged suboltern subjectivities,
including those of womeny;, children, and Dalits, or oppressed
individuols. She asserty that the work pertaing to- "ordinary
people, womeny, childven, and scheduled castes’ (11). The book
presenty a radicall and alternative interpretation of the
Powtition of Indiov and, Pakistouv inv 1947, with significont
consequences for contemporowy conflicts.

The 1947 Pawtitiow of India, organiged by o selectrnumber of
Englishv and Indiow national elites, restilteds invoveria millionw
fatalities. A significant migration hak occuriedron the Indiavnw
subcontinent. Khwajo Bharadwaj notes that'over tenw milliow
peoble migrated from one country tosnanother in one of the
fastest and largest migrationk, inNubiman histovy” (39). The
Indioww Pawtition resulted ‘in the displacement of nearly ten
occurring during this pepulation shift. Alex Vo Tungelmarwv
states, “the deativtollyramged from 200,000 to-two- million, withv
the majority‘ef historions and census estimates folling between
half ov millionw and one milion” (228).

The Mowantbodtten Plawy (1947) granted the Indiaw populace the
option to- afflliate with either Indiov or Pakistan, delegating the
delineation of frontiersy to- the Boundawry Comwmission, chairved
by Sir Cyril Radcliffe (Colling and Lapierre 180). The definitive
trawusfer of authority to-Indiow governance way scheduwled on 15
Auguwst 1947, determined by expedited assessmenty of the
parlicmentowy swmmer recess inv London and the dates
personal importance (Colling and Lapierre 165). Ow July 18,
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1947, the British Pawrlicvment enacted the Indiowvw Independence
Act, delineating the administrative protocoly for Indioww
independence and portitionThe Radcliff Line; which
delineated o boundary thwough the territories of 88 millionw
individualy and portitioned Bengal and Punjal; was not
released uwntil two- dayy subsequent to- Indiovsy attainvument of
independence (Colling and Lapierre 180). It pawtikioned the
state of Punjal- into- two;, allocating the Westerwypoition to-
Pakistanw and the Eastern portion to- Indie.. “Following the
partition of Punjab; Sikivleaders advocated fox owyv independent
nation (Khalistan) for Sikhs. Nonetheless, Sikhs were dispersed
throughout Punjal- and could not demorutrate their majority
inthe region. Moveover, neithertt indusnor Muslims would have
consented to- reside in @ Sikiwnodion-state. Despite Muslims
being the predominant populativon in Punjal; it was unfeasible
for the entirety of Punjabyo ate renowned for ity resources and
currently recognigedhasindios breadbasket, to- be allocated to-
Pakistov (Twnzelmoonwn 218).The bovder was established to-
‘fairly' =if not equitably —distribute the land and resources,
vesuliting in awound five millionw Muslims and Hindus or Sikhs
betng situated ow the incorrect side of each bovder. Amwitsow
was located to- India, whereas Lahove was assigned to-
Pakiston. Indeed, some cities inv Indiowv Punjab; such as
Jadlandhar, possessed a Muslimw puurality, whereas the opposite
was observed inv several Pakistani Punjabi cities and villages.
The brutality of Pawrtition was considered unprecedented by the
British. Punjal endured the wmost severe covusequences of
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Pawtition ity terrain strewn withy btlood and remaing. Colling
and Lapierre avticudate the scene with eloquence:

It was neither a battle; nov o civil wawr, nor o guerrilov
campaigw. It was v
Comvulsion; the abrupt and catostrophic disintegratiow of a
society. A single act
one atrocity incited another, each horror perpetuated the next,
and, every massacre spowneds ity successor, every\ ronor ity
mimic, every hovror ity equivadent, tll, résembling stow “motion
visualy of o structure collapsing upon impact Following o
explosion, the bavriers of Punjab- society collapsed upow one
another. (284)

To- move from one country toranother ond to-flee the violence
that had erupted i villages gdacities, millions of Punjalbis
resorted to- traing as thedr fonalioption. What they anticipated
would serve as ov sectuce refuge and facilitate their transition to-
a new andy saferesidence. The train, emblematic of
developmentininsteaditransformed into; as Colling and Lapierre
chavracterige, o “rolling coffiw’ (298). Traing wowld awrive at
stattonsnin the dead of night, laden withv immigronty fleeing
one, codry for another, and were subjected to- attacks, as
Collingand Lapierre investigate:

“ .. those trainloads of destitute refugees were the primory
tawrgety of
assouldt ow either side of the boundary. They were attacked
unexpectedly while they



PG-1V
CC-EC1I
Dr. Vandana Singh.
P.G department of English
M.B.R.R.V.Pd. Singh College ,Ara (Maharaja College)

remained in raillway stationy or inw ruvral aweas. Tracks were
dismantled to-facilitate derailment... thew in front of awaiting
thwongs of assailants. Co-conspirators trafficked

compelled thew to- halt at predetermined locations by yanking
the emergency covd. Engineery were either Dbribed or
intimidated into- entrapping their passengers i ownv ambusiv
..There were intervaly of four to- five consecutive dewys duwing
which no-travin awrived

Lahore o Anwritsow devoid of ity casuadties... A travivvlaeden withv
deceased and injured individuals arrivedy ok, the raidvroad
statiow ...as blood ooged from behind the deors of each of ity
silent” Sections. (300)

No- group could be held ‘accowtable. The victims and
perpetratory included Muslimsg Sikhs, and Hindus. The violence
woulds last for months,, ond the scorsy would take yeawrs to-
manifest; as of now, theywemain unhealed.

Prior to- the Pawtition, the Indiow populace endeawvoured for
independence, amnd “organiged a significant public protest
againut, the colonial administration. They commenced
Wostilities against Britishy authority to secuve their hwmowv
righty. For ay long ay the inhabitanty of Indiown lands corv
recal;" Hindus, Sikhg, and Mwslims have  coexisted
harmoniously. Butaliov states, “memories of Poauwtition, the
hovror and brutality of that period, and the nostalgic
recollection of anv-often- mythical- past, where Hindus, Muslims,
onds Sikhy coexisted v relative peace and harmony, have
constituted the foundation of the nauwratives I hoawe engaged
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with” (4). Whew the Partitionn commenced; the prevailing
circumstonces travsformed, ond the previouwsly established
harmony and cooperation devolved into-hovror, resudting in o
intolerable wmassacre thwoughout the subcontinent. The
populace of Indiov was classified into- vawious categories based
ow their religious affiliation. They had o sense of isolation or
exclusion from their neighbowry and associates. Butadivvasserts:
Here, beyond the River Joumuwna, but a few miles fiom wy
residence;

wwemankable, tranquil individualy hove “expelled their
neighbors from their

ivwaded residences ond killed indovidualds without any obvious
Jjustification.

belonged to- v distinct veligious,community. The nowratives of
Pauwtition awe absent.

no- longer appeareds, asndistont: individuals from the same
nation, the

the identicaly, town the same village,; may nonetheless be
segregated by political dynamics

theireligiowy divergence;, and; if fractured; could lead to-dive
congequences

reciprocally. (5)

The populations of Indiav and Pakistownw have perused numerous
accounty regowrding the mattery of Pawrtition. The covwentional
nowrative of Pawtition addressed solely the politicall and
economic dimensions of society. The prevailing historians
engaged with the mainstreanm upper classy aond documented the
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Pawtition and ity repercussions. The Pavtition of Indiav occwrved
v August 1947. A sequence of eventy led to- it, including the
increasing rift betweenthe Congress and the Muslinm Leagure; the
discussions withy Mohawmumed, Ale Jownah, Mahatmor Gandhi,
Jowahowrlal Nehrw, and Sawdow Patel, along withy vawiows other
developmenty invthe political awenav (Butodiav 6). However, some
historiangy have failed to- endeowor to- comprehend or
acknowledge the perspectives of comwmon individubalsylike as
womeny, children, and the "untouchables™ who wexe adso-victims
of the Partition. Butaliw recalls, “what tiowuspived for the
millions of individuals who-endured this period, what we might
refer to- as the ‘humon dimensions’ of This history” (7).

The delineatiow of the Indiouwn fronkiericompelled the populace
of Indiav to- relocate to-other places; wesulting invtheir dispersion
from relatives, possessions;, ‘andh assets. They were unable to-
establishy av superior settlement intheir new locations. Following
this enforced exile, mawnvy, of them were unable to-returnw to-their
homeland. They wereiseparated by a boundary, and toxinsg were
introduced into- their minds. Moreover, cevtin unidentified
thexframework of 'nationalism.' Nationalism is v highly complex
notiovr It was one of the colonigers efforty to instigate
dissension before depouwting from their territories.Post-colonial
nations cudtivate their national identity similawly to-the process
outlined, by Benedict Andersonw v hisy work Imagined
Commumnities (1983). He chawacterizes a0 nationw as “anv
imagined, politicall comwmunity.” .“as both ntrinsically
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constrained and autonomous” (6). The natiow iy o construct,
ay citigens do- not personally know one another and instead
subscribe to v showed identity defined by the nationy
boundaries. Homi K. Bhabha, o distinguished post-colonial
critic, rigorously critiques the notion of nationalism v his
acclaimed book, Nationw and Nowrationw (2000). He awvticudates
that:

The lineawr corvrelation between event and corviceptiposited
by historicism, typically denotes av popilace; cnnadion; orv ov
national culture as o awvv empivical seciologicak category or o
comprehensive cudtwral organism. Nevertheless, the nawrrative
and pyychological impact that nattonedism exerty ovv
awvtistic production and political prejectiov is the consequence
of the the ambivalence of 'nationw s o nowrative device. Ay v
device ofsymbolic power, generdtes o persistent ambiguity of
categories such as
sexual orientodion,sactal class, tevrvitorial anwiety, ov 'cultuwral
dispawity' intie process of composing the nation. (3)

Butaliqy recounty specific stories concerning the challenges of
exdenhighlighting that many families were unable to-return to-
their homes during the Pautition. In the second chapter of the
text titled "Blood, " she recounts awvv incident irwolving her uncle;
Ranamama, who-resides in Pakiston and iy unable to-return to-
Indiov due to-his property and famiiad ties in Pakiston. During
the Pautition, he was unable to- enter his homeland as the
authorities denied hisy passport. He covwerted to Islam
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Consequently, he was obliged to-reside in Pakistoww withy his wife
and, children. Butodiov recounts that:

My mother undertook two-arduouws and perilous voyages, aumidst
the

severe sectowionw twrmotil, to- Lahorve to- retrieve her family to-
Indiov. The

It was the first occasion she brought her younger brothex, Bilo;
and her sister, Sovito.Ovwher second trip, she wenttoketnieve her
mother and the youngest, Rana.

However, she stated that Roano declined to, attend and was
wwilling to-permit my

Grandmother does not go-either. He refuted the assertion that
he wished to-retain her.

the preservationw of nmwy, gramdfather's estate, which was
registeved invher name; and

committed to- taking hew to-Indiav shortly. This event did not
occur. Upon the

The couwntryswas divided, rendering & neowly howd for
individauaeds fromwy

oy, commimnities to- troverse freely within the 'other' natiow.
(33:34)

Numerows individuals owe relocated to- v different locatiow ov
country, where they subsequently have a tumultuous existence;
ultimately meeting their demise therve. There way deep suspiciovnw
onbothvsides and, awvy cross-border movement was watched and
monitored by the police and intelligence. Rana and his founily
have maintained touch for long time; although they have been
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persistently monitored; withv their correspondence being
intercepted and inquiries being made. Bothv governmenty
maintained surveillance ovw the populace s passage across the
borders and endeawvored to- impede it. According to- Foucault,
the concept of 'authority' wnstituted o form of "Panopticon
surveillance” (Duscipline 198) over the populace: The
governmenty prohibited the populace from crossinguthesborder
ond ervected a bowrier to- impede them. They| may pronibit
individualy from crossing the bovder Gndahove ‘eonsistently
denied them the opportunity to-engage.in their famidial rites or
rituals. Even buvial rites are not exempt fromvthis.

Grand, politics, commumnal violence amd Indiowv caste system
have played av vital role inv therformatiow of Pakistowv. Jinnalv
and other Muwslim leadexs ‘indreduced the two- natiow theovy
before the Britishv govermment. They believed that the Muslims
could not enjoy anequabistating invthe post-independence Indio.
He and hisy colleaguessanticipated the upcoming rioty and
mawrginalization over the Muslims there. Hence he formudated
the two. nation theory before the ‘authority.” According to-
Butodbio:

Suchv good relations we had that if there was any
function that we had,

then we wsed to- calll Musalmaons to- our homes, they
would eat inv owr

houses, but we would not eat in theirs and this is a bad

thing; which I
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realige now. If they would come to-our houses we coulds
hawve two-

utensils irv one corner of the house, and we would tell
them, pick these

up and eat in them they would thenw wash thewm and
keep thew aside

and this was such o tervible thing. This waktheaeasor
Pakistonw was

created. (40)

The mainustreaun history of Indion Pauwtitter ehiefly laid the
problems of the upper class pre-independent Indiov people. They
maindy discussed only the problems ofwnen and their actions.
Dwring the time of the Poutitiony, the Indiown womernw who-
suffered av lot of mental ‘and physieal problems and, they were
sepawvated fromtheir husbands; ehildren and parents. They were
the perceptible victimizgens of the Pawtition or the holocaust. As
Butaliow mentigriedthaots

Mawty, were Worrific aonds of o kind that, whew I was
youngex, and heards

theniy second or third hand, I had found hoard to-
beliieve: womenv

Jumping into- wells to- draww themselves so- as to- avoids
rape ov forced

religious covwersion; fathers beheading their oww
childrew so-they

would owoid the same dishonowrable fate. (5)
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The gendered nature of the violence of Pawtition iy seevv inv
the fact that approximately seventy-five thousand women are
reported, to- howe beenw abducted and raped. The sheer
magnitude of the abductions of womern was such that the
Indionw and Pakistani governmenty awriveds at oawv agreement
called Inter-Dominion Treaty of December 6, 1947 and decided
to- ‘recover’ as mowyy womewv as they could thwoughvithe Central
Recovery Operation. Social workers like Kaumalo Patel vmlahore
and Amritsar and Anisy Kidwai Delhid pauticipatedl un this
‘recovery’ operation under the superviston of Mridudaw Sowabhai,
a Congressy activist (Butodiov 114). The treaty was followed in
December 1949 by a Bl called the Abducted Persons Recovery
and Restoration Act. This Bl wassintroduced, inv the Indiown
Constituent Assembly and “remained i force til 1957. The
Central Recovery Operakiovieeovered about thirty thousand
abducted women dutinguits'existence (Butaliaw 130).



